Information about the Lapp, in books, papers etc., concerns mostly the Mountain Lapps, those who are living in region 4 and even region 3. Much has been written and said about their migrations and old life in Lapp-tents or conelike huts. But as a matter of fact the Mountain Lapps migration or transhumance in its more extreme form is a relatively young type of economic life-it means from the 16th and 17th century. The most original, very old, type of lappish husbandry is hunting and fishing in combination with having a few tame reindeer, and they were mostly used for transporting cargos. This very old type of Lappish husbandry in the wilderness in its more pronounced form has existed up to our days at the Skolt Lapps in the boundary region between Finland and the Soviet Union.
Generally you can say that the so-called Forest Lapps in region 1, that means the vast forest region in N Sweden and N Finland, live more close to this original stage, besides the fact that these Lapps, anyway in Sweden, earlier than other Lapps have been in contact with the modern industrialized society and today they are very much influenced by this modern society.
The Forest Lapps are hunting and fishing, but nowadays it is not a question of hunting wild reindeer but forest birds and elks (mooses). Hunting is today not very important and is not to be allowed but during rather limited seasons, which is stated by central authorities. That is why hunting today is not a main means of earning a living, instead fishing is very important. And in that respect the Swedish and Finnish Mountain Lapps do not differ very much from the Norwegian Lapps in region 2 at the Atlantic coast. Of course one difference is that the Norwegian Lapps are fishing in salt water at open sea, whereas the Swedish and Finnish Lapps are fishing in rather small inland lakes with fresh water; and so do the Mountain Lapps as well.
Concerning the reindeer, that the Forest Lapps are breeding, they are of a different type or race then the mountain reindeer. The Forest reindeer are a little bit bigger than the mountain reindeer and, more important, they are grazing within rather limited regions in the forest inland area only within about 10-20km2. The mountain reindeer on the contrary have an instinct to move around very long distances: from the coastal regions near the Bothnian Gulf, where they are during wintertime, up to the high mountains 300km from there during summertime.
In this connection I will stress the significance of the tree limit in the high mountain region for the mountain reindeer. They have namely their mate places upon the bare mountains just above the tree limit. Above this limit the ground always become bare early in spring upon the hills there, from where the snow has been blown away. On these bare ground places not far from the birch belt the calving usually takes place. For the Mountain Lapps-rather different conditions apply as regards the Forest Lapps-the breeding of mountain reindeer implies a change in direction of higher frequency of migration.
Reindeer-breeding may probably be said to have reached its most extreme total nomadic development during the hundred years 1750-1850. But even when the frequency of migration was at its highest, there were certain maximal durations of settlement on the migration route. The maxima are found in the three main parts of the migration area: the summer country or fields in the alpine region, the autumn and spring country in the subalpine region and the winter country in the forest region. The maximum duration of settlement is highest in the intermediate region, owing to the circumstance that the reindeer have their mating and calving grounds there and for this reason are most "home-bound" in this region. It is also connected with the fact that the nomad here changed from winter equipment to summer equipment in the spring, and from summer equipment to winter equipment in the autumn, which at an early stage made it necessary to erect solider buildings for the storage of the equipment during the period when it was not in use.
When with the change in the structure of the reindeer-breeding during our century-from independent husbandry to a money economy, from a more all-round use of the domesticated reindeer for purposes of transport, for milking and for slaughtering to raising it chiefly or solely in our days for slaughtering, from a more individual type of reindeer-breeding to a more collective type again-a tendency to more permanent settlement once more manifests itself ; it is interesting to see how the development has gravitated towards a type of settling, more and more emancipated from the migrations of the reindeer. The equipment for the summer migration and the Lapp tent has today nearly disappeared. And now nearly all Lapps, anyway in Sweden, live in ordinary houses. Today it is only the reindeer herders-when they are driving the herds-who then are living in tents or coneshaped huts of old type. The old colourful costumes and certain customs and habits are used at solemn and ceremonical occasions: at wedding, when they are visiting the church and often when visiting markets and fairs. Its boundaries were not confirmed until 1751. And so the state wanted to have tax objects. The taxes were a kind of ground taxes and were laid upon the individual farms and that is why the state wanted the establishment of more farms even in this northernmost part of Sweden.
I will stress that the state from the beginning not at all neglected the Lapps and their industries from a principal point of view. The idea was that the land areas in the far North were so vast that both the Lapps and the colonists could get on well together in Lappland and that the Lappish nomadic life and the Swedish industries practised by the residential colonists, principally were so different that they without disturbing each other could exist side by side. The basic idea for this principal opinion of the Swedish state was however based upon a series of illusions about the possibilities for a competition free state of things in this part of the country between its inhabitants, the Lapps and the Swedish colonists.
These illusions can be systemized in the following scheme: And what about the colonists in this respect? Their economic life area was not at all so limited as the authorities believed or wished. Many of the colonists moved rather long distances during one year-between different resting places for their cattle. They were practising transhumance in order to utilize the grazing vegetation of the land. And hunting and fishing they carried on more widely from the settlements than what the lawmaker could imagine.
Consequently, this means that in spite of what the authorities had planned from the beginning there aroused a hard competition between the Lapps and the colonists/ farmers for the land and its utilities. Conflicts were therefore unavoidable.
Particularly there were controversies concerning fishing in the lakes. From the beginning, up to the end of the 18th centruy the Lapps were successful at the courts; that means as long as there was a question about fishing only.
But up to the beginning of the 19th century the colonists started to dig out lakes and moores and dam up small streams and rivers to obtain a better haymaking result. It was necessary to get enough with hay to the cattle to live from during the long winter. In that situation the courts started to give priority to the agriculture and cattle breeding of the colonists before the interests of the Lapps. The colonists were better as tax payers from the state's point of view. So the Lapps were forced to leave many lake district in the forest area and move westward. The Forest Lapps are nowadays living in the forest land in some rather small limited areas, on their way to be fully integrated into the Swedish population-as has been said already.
The more specific Lappish ways of earning a living on the other hand, the Swedish state has been standing up for, i.e. the reindeer economy, which has been protected as a unique monopoly to the Lappish people. However it does not displace the fact that the fundamental principle has been of an ethnocentrical art and has meant a favouring of the Swedish economy to the drawback of the Lappis in conflict situations.
The principle has led to the acting of the Swedish authorities right up to modern times. The purposes have from the Swedish point of view, changed. But the Lapps have always had to give in, when, and I quote from the beginning of the 18th century: "When it is better for the state to transform the countries of the Lapps to utilities of different types". It could have been haymaking-and cultivated fields in old times, and today constructing of waterpower plants, roads, tourists establishments, mines and modern forestry.
It is about a long series of naitonal interests, which the state authorities have prioritated during times gone and being. These priorities have of course highly cases. This could often happen up to our modern welfare society, which gives the Lapps the same social care as to all other citizens, and this situation is the same in all three countries.
Since the middle of our century there is a tendency to a new development. The whole Northcalotte area, especially the inner parts of N Sweden and N Finland has turned over to an outmigration and depopulating area. The marginal small farms are going out of running and the modern forestry is rationalized more and more, which causes less possibilities for getting jobs.
The industrial development is too weak and the industry can not suck up the idle workers from agriculture and forestry, who lost their jobs. Unemployment and outmigration to the southern parts of the countries is the result.
The Lapps are included in a sparse population in a peripheral region because they have left their old selfsustenance husbandry and are more and more integrated in the ways of living and economic life of the modern society; they are struck in the same way as other inhabitants in sparsely populated . areas. These areas and the small central places where most of the Lapps are living are now tending to disappear, that means that they become entirely depopulated.
The colonization which once pushed the Lapps away is now so to say going reverse. But the risk is that the Lapps will be included in this reversed movement. In the future it will not be possible for the Lapps as before to stay in their ancient settlement regions and earn their living by non-Lappish occupations.
The rejecting of the segregating and discriminating policy and the reducing of race prejudicies of individual Lapps have opened better possibilities for the Lapps to get job as individuals and play a social role in the great society outside the minority group. This development in combination with the deteriorated possibilities for earning a living within the Northcalotte area contribute to the weakening of the unique Lappish society and the unique Lappish culture.
In Sweden at least you can recognize a tendency to restrict the problems about the future of the Lapps to a question about the reindeer breeding, but the understanding is growing for the fact that this question, of course a nuclear question, includes in itself a great number of other questions, coordinated with the deeper problems, which our modern society has to deal with today and in the future.
